O.C. Congress Members Eye bin Laden Aftermath - OC Register

Congressmen John Campbell, R-Irvine, and Ed Royce, R-Fullerton, are applauding the killing
of Osama bin Laden, but warning continued vigilance against terrorism is necessary.

Royce and Rep. Dana Rohrabacher are raising questions about Pakistan’s role and sentiments
in the event, while Rep. Loretta Sanchez, D-Santa Ana, congratulated the armed forces and
President Barack Obama.

“This was the figurehead of 9/11 and getting him was important — not only because he
was a target but for the American psyche,” said Campbell. “We’ve finally brought the last
piece of this to justice.”

Campbell said the killing is more symbolic than strategically important at this point, and noted
increased vigilance may be in order.

“Al Qaida still exists,” he said. “It’'s not done with or even diminished. In a perverse way,
it could motivate terrorists to get active again. The vigilance must remain.”

Campbell said this doesn’t change his opposition to the current U.S. presence in Afghanistan.

“This is the kind of operation we should continue, not occupation,” he said.

Rohrabacher was in a celebratory mood, but wary of the Pakistanis.

“We put the champagne in the freezer so we can celebrate that bin Laden is finally where he
belongs,” he said. “The American people’s sould could never be at rest until bin Laden was
dead.
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“The president did not thank the Pakistanis. It appears they did not have any role in this. This
makes it clear that the Pakistanis are not our friends. ... if the Pakistanis helped, I'll apologize.”

Rohrabacher also issued this written statement:

“Congratulations to our U.S. special forces teams and intelligence community who were able to
carry out this mission to kill Osama Bin Laden successfully,” said Rohrabacher. “Better late than
never.”

“This doesn’t mean the War on Terror is over,” Rohrabacher continued. “What it does mean is
that no one can kill scores of Americans and think they can get away with it.

“Tonight, America is celebrating while Osama bin Laden burns in hell.”

Below are the statements issued by Sanchez, Royce and Gov. Jerry Brown. Thanks to fellow
reporter Elysse James for her help in gathering the statements.

Gov. Brown’s statement: “Tonight, Americans can be grateful that President Obama brought bin
Laden to justice. Our friends as well as our adversaries throughout the world can be assured of
America’s resolve in combating terrorism and protecting the values of democracy and freedom.”

“I congratulate our armed forces, intelligence community and President Obama for bringing
Osama Bin Laden to justice,” Sanchez said. “It has taken nearly 10 years to capture Americas
most wanted terrorist, and the brave and relentless actions of our military are nothing short of
heroic.

“Tonight, my thoughts and prayers are with the victims and families who suffered from the
horrific events of September 11. As the global fight on terrorism continues, let this reaffirm that
the United States is committed to the relentless pursuit of any and all who seek to do harm to
the U.S. and our allies.”
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Here’'s Royce’s statement:

“This is a victory for our intelligence and military professionals and a victory for the American
people. It also brings a sense of relief to all of those who lost loved ones on 9/11.

“The face of al-Qaida is dead. But the organization and its adherents live on. While we can
rejoice, we can't let our guard down.

“President Obama reported that Pakistani President Zardari was pleased. The concern is that
many Pakistanis won't feel that way.

“We’ve killed a lot of terrorists. This is the big one. His killing has great symbolic value
worldwide.”

Here's the statement from Democratic Sen. Barbara Boxer:

“Almost ten years ago, after the horrific attacks of 9/11, | voted to go after Osama bin Laden to
make sure justice prevailed. Today the world knows that he has paid the ultimate price for what
he did.

“His death doesn’t lessen the tragic loss of all those killed by al Qaeda, or the pain of their loved
ones, but it closes a chapter on his unspeakable act.

“I thank the President for his determination and | thank all the brave members of our Armed
Forces who risked everything to carry out this mission of justice.”
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