Semper Fi

You might have heard about Berkeley’s City Council's recent vote to tell the Marines to close
their recruiting station in the city. With this vote, they told the Marines that their recruiting office
is not welcome in their city, and if recruiters choose to stay, they do so as an uninvited and
unwelc...  You might have heard about Berkeley’s City Council's recent vote to tell the
Marines to close their recruiting station in the city. With this vote, they told the Marines that their
recruiting office is not welcome in their city, and if recruiters choose to stay, they do so as an
uninvited and unwelcome intruders.

In response to this, | will be introducing the “Semper Fi Act” in the House of Representatives.
This act rescinds all of the funding contained in the FY 2008 Omnibus Appropriations Act for the
City of Berkeley, CA and transfers those funds to the Marines for recruiting

During the meeting, the City Council also voted to give protest group Code Pink a parking space
in front of the recruiting office once a week for six months and a free sound permit for protesting
once a week. According to the City Council agenda, they "Encourage all people to avoid
cooperation with the Marine Corps recruiting station, and applaud residents and organizations
such as Code Pink, that may volunteer to impede, passively or actively, by nonviolent means,
the work of any military recruiting office located in the City of Berkeley."

The Marine Corps has been protecting Americans and our freedoms for 233 years. Americans
understand and appreciate that. You don’t have to join the Marine Corps, or even like it, but you
should at the very least let the Marines do their job and respect them for it.

The action by the Berkeley City Council indicates that they have a disdain for and do not
appreciate Marines for what they do and have done for this country, our democracy, and our
freedoms. If they have so little respect and understanding of that, there is no reason for the rest
of us, outside the city of Berkeley, to subsidize their actions with our taxpayer funds.




